
Mentors That Matter
Mentors That Matter  is a national project in which youth from four United States cities publicly honor

the adults who matter in the lives of teenagers, beyond the home and classroom.

Sponsored by MetLife Foundation, Mentors that Matter is an initiative of What Kids Can Do, Inc., 

a national nonprofit whose mission is to bring forward the voices of youth about their lives and learning. 

Starting in January 2007, three tenth-grade English classes at Leadership High School (www.leadership-

high.org) took on the project, as did six students from Youth Leadership Institute (www.yli.org). They

identified, interviewed, and photographed people in their communities who reach out to youth in ways

that far surpass what their daily routines require. Youth in Tampa, Chicago, and Providence carried out

the same work. 

The Teen Center of the San Francisco Public Library sponsored its culminating exhibition in that city, and

at its opening event students presented each Mentor with a medal of honor.

Selected essays and photographs from the exhibitions in each city appear in the book Pass It On:

Interviews by Youth with Mentors That Matter (forthcoming, Next Generation Press). For more informa-

tion, contact info@nextgenerationpress.org.
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