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YOU be the JUDGE…. 
 
Does it make the cut?? 
Is this example of student voice in decision making… 
 
____________________________________________  YES_______NO___ 
 
 Changing something important in the ways  
 students learn in the classroom, specifically  
 improving rigor, relevance, student-teacher  
 relationships or shared responsibility? 
 
 
 
Changing policies or practices on a school-wide  
level that will make this a more democratic school 
by including students in decision making in 
new ways? 
 
 
 
Addressing an equity issue, making sure ALL  
students feel their voice and their abilities as 
capable learners and decision makers are honored. 
 
 
 
     Total Score: 
 
 
 
* Scoring: 1 YATST point for each “yes”
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• Young adults ideal exposure time to new 
learning is 20 to 30 minutes with a 5 to 10 
minute rest to “consolidate” the new learning.  
If we don’t consolidate our learning, we forget 
it. 
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Doing this work is a RIGHT and a part of being a 

CITIZEN IN OUR DEMOCRACY 
 

“Students must have an active role in their learning if that learning is 
going to be meaningful and lasting, and such an active role should 
include having input into how their learning is facilitated.  This is the 
right of the students, and it is the responsibility of adults to ensure 
that that right is guaranteed.”       

       Alison Cook-Sather, 2008 
 
 

“If the central goal of schools were to prepare students to engage 
productively in a democracy, then students would be working on the 
concerns of their immediate and future life and on the concerns of 
their immediate and extended communities.”   

 
          Carl Glickman, Renewing America’s   

                      Schools, 1993. 
 
 
 
 

53% of Vermont students report not feeling valued by their 
community  (Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2009). 

 
In a recent survey in two of our YATST schools, one in three 
students disagree that, “Teachers check in regularly to see if I 
am learning and adjust instruction based on what they hear.” 
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Doing this work PROMOTES OWNERSHIP 
!

Re7!6%$,*5%6!7**0!6#8*!#D5*46&(>!(5!%&*!6)&##0!D&*4*!%&*@!
0*.45G!D*!8(E&%!&.-*!?*%%*4!.%%*5,.5)*G!7*D*4!6$6>*56(#56G!
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     From a student group’s proposal for democracy.    
               A.  Fletcher. Meaningful Student Involvement:    
               Guide to Inclusive School Change. 

 
 
 

“Motivation to engage wholeheartedly in a task is reinforced 
when people feel they have had some choice in selecting the 
task/and or understand its rationale.  Children, as well as adults, 
are more likely to resist an activity that holds little meaning or 
relevance for them or they feel was arbitrarily imposed.  It has 
been my experience that if most members of a school community 
perceive that they have limited input into what transpires in that 
community, the motivation to teach and to learn will be 
compromised.” 
 

        Robert Brooks, December 2003.  Web Article 
 
 
 
 

In a recent national student Gallup poll,  30 % of students report 
being “disengaged” from school; 20% are “actively disengaged”. 
Only 50% report feeling engaged.  
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Through this work STUDENTS TRANSFORM FROM  
BEING “OBJECTS” TO BEING “INVENTORS” 

 
“There’s a radical – and wonderful – new idea 
here…that all children could and should be inventors 
of their own theories, critics of other people’s ideas, 
analyzers of evidence, and makers of their own 
personal marks on the world.  It’s an idea with 
revolutionary implications.  If we take it seriously.”   
 

         Deborah Meier (1955) 
 
 

“There is something fundamentally amiss about 
building and rebuilding an entire system without 
consulting at any point those it is designed to serve.”  
   

         Alison Cook Sather (2009) 
 
 
 
 

50% of students in Vermont report that they do not have a say in 
decisions that are made at their schools.       
         YRBS 2009 Survey 
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Sharing this work RENEWS HOPE 
 

“Hope is something shared between teachers and 
students…. [when] we can learn together, teach together, 
be curiously impatient together, produce something 
together, and resist together the obstacles that prevent the 
flowering of our joy.”  

        Paulo Freire, 1998  
 
 

Hope predicts GPA and retention in college, and hope 
scores are more robust predictors of college success than 
are high school GPA, SAT and ACT scores.   

 
        Gallup Student Poll National Report,  

   
 
 
    
 

A recent Gallup Student  Poll of 70,078 students (5th – 12th grades) 
found that, “Half of students are hopeful; these students possess 
numerous ideas and abundant energy for the future.  The other half 
of students are stuck or discouraged, lacking the ideas and energy 
they need to navigate problems and reach goals.”   “Hope” was 
studied because there is direct relationship between hope and how 
well a person does in school. 
!
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Doing this work will  
IMPROVE ACADEMIC SUCCESS 

 
“There are numerous reasons to believe that engaging students 
is a critical step in improving schools.  Foremost, engagement 
will almost certainly improve learning outcomes.” 
 

     F. Jowslowsky.  Youth Engagement, High School Reform  
              and Improved Learning Outcomes.  NASSP Bulletin, 2007.  

 
  
 

“Aspiring for rigor, relevance and relationships in the classroom 
will not only trigger excitement about learning.  It will also 
increase performance and better prepare our children for their 
lives beyond school.” 
 

     Dr. Bill Daggett, Success Practices Network 
 
  
    
 
 

Alienation results in 25-70% of students being disengaged 
from high schools. Disengaged students attend school less, 
have lower self-concepts, achieve less academically, and 
are more likely to drop out of school.   

 
    Cited in Dana Mitra and Steven Cross’s article, Increasing Student Voice in High  

    School Reform: Building Partnerships, Improving Outcomes, Educational   
    Management Administration & Leadership, 2009. 
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